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We urgently need volunteers to help
deliver the Parish Magazine

Throughout Earls Colne and White Colne.

Rounds available from 25 to 100+ magazines.

We deliver 10 times a year —
if you could spare one hour a month,
we would be grateful.

Email: threecolnesmagazineegmail.com.
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Welcome V2

Hello, it is lovely to be back and | am very grateful to my stand-in
last month, Jonathan, who did a fabulous job - thank you.

We are now moving into that wonderful summer weather
season and, | have to say, | am very grateful for the sunshine! My
son, however, may not agree quite so much, as he is beginning
his GCSEs as | write this. It has brought back so many memories
for me: the scent of wood polish in school halls, hot sunshine
pouring through the windows, no air conditioning and windows
that never seemed to open. Everything felt warm and stuffy and
full school uniform had to be worn every day, complete with top
button fastened and tie in place. | had not thought about those days for such a long time.
It is funny how memories can suddenly appear, triggered by the most unexpected things.

GOOD LUCK to all those who have been doing exams lately; | hope it wasn’t too stressful.

The other day, | was running a parent support group and we had to change venue
because our usual space was being used as a polling station. As the first parent walked in,
they immediately commented that the smell reminded them of being in church, despite
not having stepped inside one for many years.

It made me wonder what smells trigger happy memories for you? My favourite is roast
chicken, as it reminds me of family dinners at my grandparents’ house. Oddly enough,
even the slight smell of damp in a house can bring those memories back too.

And now onto the magazine itself. Thank you to all the wonderful contributors who send

me content every month. Please do keep it coming from all three villages. If there are any
clubs, groups, or community events taking place across the Three Colnes, please feel free
to promote them here.

We are very keen to keep this magazine as a free resource for everyone within the Three
Colnes community. To help make that possible, we rely on selling advertising space,
which we aim to keep as affordable and reasonable as we can so that local firms and
small businesses are able to advertise with us. If you do use any of our advertisers, please
let them know where you found their details; your support really does help keep the
magazine going.

We do, however, need a little help. Our distribution team, particularly in White Colne and
Earls Colne, needs a few more volunteers to help keep the magazine moving.

If you have a spare half hour each month that you could give, we would be incredibly
grateful for your support. Please email us at threecolnesmagazine@gmail.com and we
will be in touch.

Sue, Editor
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The Three Colnes Chuurches 54

For baptisms, weddings and funerals: please contact The Reverend Mark Payne on
01787 220347 or colnesvicar@gmail.com 20 Swallowfield, Earls Colne, CO6 2SW.
Reverend Sharon Quilter (Associate Priest) revdsdqg@gmail.com

For all other matters: please contact the Church Wardens of the Church in question:

EARLS COLNE COLNE ENGAINE

Mr. Ray Wood & Mr. Richard Gourlay - George Courtauld - 07968 496235
07908 138853 & 07340 641962 georgecourtauld@aol.com
ecchurchwardens@gmail.com Terry Hawthorn - 07970 147516

cechurchwardenl@gmail.com

PCC Secretary: Caroline Smith
standrewearlscolne@gmail.com PCC Secretary: Candy Robson
Treasurer: Helen Brooks

ecpctreasurer@gmail.com

WHITE COLNE
Mr. Christopher Chamberlain
01787 222200 weccw@hotmail.co.uk

Postorad Cowe X

Having a Tough Time?

In our three parishes, we believe it’s part of our calling to look out for one another and
for our neighbours too, whatever their background or beliefs.

A small but dedicated group from our churches helps to put this care into action. They
head out into our villages to visit, chat and offer a listening ear to anyone who might
need a bit of support.

We’re here for anyone who needs someone to talk to or feels weighed down by life’s
ups and downs. Whether young or old, well-off or struggling, strong or weary, we’re all
part of the same family and no one has to face things alone.

If you would like to chat —in confidence - please call or e-mail one of our team or
contact Rev Mark, our Team Vicar. We are:

Helen Sherfield 07908 138853 colnechurches@gmail.com
Beryl Amy 07772 080504 berylamy@hotmail.com

Terry Hawthorn 07970 147516 terryhawthorn43@gmail.com
or: Rev Mark Payne 07712 589553 colnesvicar@gmail.com
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Thoughty for the montiv

Dear friends and neighbours,

Spring crept up on me this year, and | found myself pleasantly caught out by the beauty of the
spring blooms and the dawn chorus. The sunrises and the sunsets have been glorious, spilling
colours across the sky unrivalled by the most stunning creations of any artist on earth. And |
am ashamed to say how little | appreciated the dusk chorus, not to be out done by the dawn
chorus. My thanks to Revd Mark and Helen S for introducing me to the Merlin app, for the
robin is now my evening friend, as | listen out for its chirping and warbling as the sun goes
down setting the sky on fire, the hues of which are best appreciated with the naked eye!

The unfathomable beauty of nature. The gift of creation gives more than it takes; it can and
often does leave us speechless in its awesomeness; it inspires and delights us; it lifts our spirits
and can be the balm just when we need it to be.

We have all heard about the effects of the climate emergency on our beautiful planet and we
don’t have to go far to see the results of the damage being caused. And it is so easy to get
overwhelmed by the scale of the problem. Yet, each and every one of us can contribute to
stemming the tide of destruction, giving nature the opportunity to be healed and restored.
Much in the same way, we are healed and restored through nature itself.

This month sees World Environment Day on the 5th June and Environment Sunday on the 7th
June. These are opportunities to acknowledge and celebrate God’s gift of creation and the
diversity of the environment in which we live and share with others of God’s creatures (though
| do wonder why God made green slugs)!! Many of you may have enjoyed the Bug Hunt at St
Andrew’s Church Earls Colne last month. If you missed out, why not use World Environment
Day or Environment Sunday to have your own bug hunt? I’'m sure the Eco Church teams would
love to hear what you’ve discovered in and around our wonderful villages.

And did you know, St Andrew’s Earls Colne is now the proud recipient of the A Rocha UK’s
Silver award. A Rocha UK (https://arocha.org.uk) is a Christian charity working to protect and
restore the natural world and committed to equipping Christians and churches in the UK to
care for the environment. So HUGE CONGRATULATIONS to the entire Eco Church team and all
in Earls Colne that have made that achievement possible. Whether or not you are a Christian
or come to Church, caring for the environment is something we all can (and dare | say must)
do. So if you would like to get involved either as part of the Eco Church initiative (look out for
more exciting events coming up during the year), would like to learn more about how you can
contribute in your corner of our beautiful world or would consider joining any of the super
dedicated churchyard working teams with as much or as little time as you can spare, please do
get in touch. In the meantime, do listen out for and enjoy the dusk chorus.

And if you ever doubted what being immersed in nature can do for you, | write this on the day
Sir David Attenborough celebrates his 100th birthday!

With love and prayers,

s
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Services for June

PX

Date Time Church Service
9.45am Earls Colne Holy Communion
Wednesday 3rd
3.30pm Colne Engaine 3:30 Express
10am Earls Colne# Morning Worship
Sunday 7th 10am Colne Engaine Morning Worship
10am White Colne Holy Communion
Wednesday 10th 9.30am Colne Engaine BCP Holy Communion
Th Ines Festival
Sunday 14th 10.30am Colne Engaine ree Colnes e§t|va
Holy Communion
Wednesday 17th 9.45am Earls Colne Holy Communion
Holy Communion
10am Earls Colne # Father’s Day with bacon baps
10am Colne Engaine Mattins
Sunday 21st
10am White Colne Morning Worship
6pm for Earls Colne Café Church
6.30pm
Wednesday 24th 9.45am Earls Colne Holy Communion
10am Earls Colnet#t Morning Worship
Sunday 28th 10am Colne Engaine Holy Communion
6pm Earls Colne Evensong

# Live-streamed via our Facebook page ‘The Three Colnes’

Everyone is very welcome to all and any of our services.

Different Ways to Pray.....

“Centering Prayer is simply sitting in silence, open to God's love and your love for God.
This prayer is beyond thoughts, emotions, or sensations. like being with a very close
friend, where words are not required, Centering Prayer brings your relationship with

God to a level deeper than conversation, to pure communion.

The Three Colnes Churches Upcoming Fundraising Events
website: www.colnechurches.com

Saturday 20th 7pm Earls Colne Bingo
Saturday 27th 7pm Earls Colne Stour Valley Singers
Sunday 28th 2-5pm Earls Colne Cream Teas followed by Evensong 6pm



http://www.colnechurches.com/pew-news

Heritoge Musewnm
EARLS COLNE

Earls Colne Heritage Museum is delighted to announce that the iconic water tower,
home to the Museum since 2005, has now been purchased by the Earls Colne Heritage
Museum Charitable Trust and refurbishment works to the outside of the building have
begun. The acquisition was facilitated by grants from both the Heritage Trust and the
Manton Foundation (USA), for which we are very grateful. The museum will continue its
normal opening times while this work is carried out but please be aware that
scaffolding is currently around the building.

The reinterpretation of the museum's displays and collections will commence following
the completion of the renovation. Please follow the ECHM Facebook page,
https://www.facebook.com/earlscolneheritagemuseum, for more information as we
now move forward with this exciting project.

Gage'’s Garage Ledgers. Last month, David Brown wrote a short piece in the newsletter
regarding Revd Methven, Vicar of Earls Colne, 1889-1916, being one of the first in the
village to own a motor car and his Churchwarden, Walter Grimston, being the first
village motorist to have an accident!

PEARTREE
BED & BREAKFAST POP IN FOR A CUPPA
Jill & Chris warmly o e

A CHANCE TO MEET NEW PEOPLE, TALX ABOUT HOBBIES, INTERESTS, LIKES AND
LOVES

welcome you to
their 17" Century
cottage in

Colne Engaine.

2 double bedrooms
plus cosy sitting room
and private facilities. -
English or Continental breakfast.
Countryside views and walks.

Also available Shepherds Hut style
accommodation, double occupancy
with en-suite. -

T: 01787 223348 YOUR MENTAL HEALTH

M: 07919 200646 M ATTE RS

E: info@peartreebedandbreakfast.co.uk
www.peartreebedandbreakfast.co.uk
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Hem’,twe/ ge Musewmn
EARLS COLNE

Coincidentally, the museum has recently been donated Joseph Gage’s Ledgers, “Motor
and Cycle Engineer”, dating from 1919 when he first established his business. These
make fascinating reading, having been passed from him to Robert Evans, who
purchased the business. As we know, the business still exists as Gage’s Garage, run now
for over 28 years by Bob Bradshaw. We

are indebted to Anna Phi”ips’ niece of HIGH STREET, EARLS COLNE ESSEX
the late Robert Evans, for donating v mimerg Fop )
- . . Dr. to JOSEPH H. GAGE,
these. They will aid us considerably in Dolos \ e
thotor and Cycle Gngineer

our research of the social history of the Bt o o e Demomtiers St g e Sovtonm e
village at that time as, shortly following X

WW1, it was the principal persons of

the village who owned motor vehicles.

Joseph Gage also operated a taxi service

and detailed his trips, e.g. “Vicar to Marks Tey Station — 7 shillings and 6 pence” —
somewhat cheaper than today!

BT Telephone Box, outside of Drapers. Recently, BT decided to remove the telephone
outside the Drapers; modern mobile phone technology has led to thousands of these
iconic red boxes being removed from their sites across the country. ... Cont'd /

A ,
MONROE

L

NEED AN EPC? WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED

Fast, accurate, and fully compliant Energy Performance Certificates
for homeowners, landlords, and property professionals.
* Fully qualified & insured « Fast turnaround « Competitive pricing

BOOK YOUR EPC TODAY
_//-\, : / /Db ) Amy Monroe | 07872 018189
MONROE M) ,

PROPERTY PERFORMANCE GROUP
)7872 018189

Speak directly with Amy Mo

mppguk@outlook.com. Visit our website or contact us to book c Zimhurst energy
RELIABLE PROFESSIONAL EFFICIENT | TRUSTED - "




Herax'we/ ge Musewm
EARLS COLNE

Fortunately, charitable organisations can “adopt” these boxes for the princely sum of
£1! This has now been completed by the Museum, and our intention is that it will be
repurposed as an information booth, complementing the Book Exchange telephone box
at the other end of the village.

The Museum continues with walks, talks and community engagement.

June Events: 13 June - Great Tey Village Fete. We’ll be there with our pop-up gazebo
and displays. Come and support Gt Tey Village. 20 June - Out and About with John
Stedman continues with Shut Lane, Park Lane and Hayhouse Road. Meet at St Andrews
Churchyard for a 2pm start. Audio equipment supplied. Tickets £7.50 available from
the Museum or John. Please advise of your intention to attend. 30th June at the Essex
Record Office, Chelmsford Gordon Brown talks “SAS in Wartime Essex” Tickets available

from: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ero-presents-the-sas-in-wartime-essex-tickets-
1982011459630?

Thank you for your continued support.

www.echm.org.uk. https://www.facebook.com/earlscolneheritagemuseum

TOWNSEND

WINDOW
MURAL
SPECIALIST

Working with business to
make marketing budgets

work for wellbeing

Free Baby Group

ST ANDREW'S CHURCH
EARLS COLNE

/ See my work at:
‘ 0 juliet.townsend
® @art_by _juliet_townsend

/ www.juliettownsend.co.uk
07984 794004
iamjuliettownsend@gmail.com

EVERY FRIDAY 10.30 - 12.30

(FOR NON-MOBILE BABIES)
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Dip FH, MICFHP MAFHP

M © B'I L E E O 0T G LI NIC

For all ages and abilities. Neurovascular
assessments, diabetes care, callous removal,
corn removal, ingrown toenail and verucca
care, general cut and file nails, dry skin
removal.

No new patient fees, home visits from £35.00

rt term, stress free? £
tylish fully equipped and move in ready

ating for work or moving house? X
ay with us while you settle in, no long term commitment

onstruction? ~

ion period? L. -
Im, independent space during life’s transition

473 737 | 07754 692 778
Jtheret ;selfcatering.co.ukl Web: www.theretreatselfcatering.co.uk




THOMAS BEDWIN 7iel Design

Documentary Wedding Photography FOR LIVING

Photographs to relive your
wedding day over and over
. . The Old Forge, 39 High St, Earls Colne CO6 2PA
www.tjbedwin.com 01787 22 29 89

HATTY'S
HOUNDS

Earls Colne .

Professional, Insured Dog ““".
Walker, Pet Sitter & Boarder M
07522082252 piy

, . )
< %&&\ ‘ Savny W
- @ Braintree District Council AR
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St. Andrew'’s Book Club- ¢ Fibm Club> .
EARLS COLNE -
It's nearly the summer and this month's film
might be a bit of nostalgia for the biker fans
among you. A mid-life crisis, hyped-up road trip
or both? Who knows, but this is your invitation
Our Next Meeting: Tuesday 9th June 2026 to don your leathers, helmets and join the ride
to find out!

The Film - Wild Hogs (2007, starring John
Travolta, Tim Allen and Martin Lawrence)

St. Andrew’s Book Club meets on the second
Tuesday of the month: 2.00 pm at 8
Coggeshall Road, Earls Colne.

Our June book is:

The God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy.
| w

They broke all the rules.
They all crossed into
forbidden territory. They
all tampered with the
laws that lay down who
should be loved, and
how. And how much.

4 The Discussion - Wednesday 10th June 2026
o gather at 6.45pm for a 7.00pm start

The Where - The Drapers, Earls Colne

For more information, contact

B & Sharon (revdsdg@gmail.com), or
ry i | Ray (rawood@me.com)

New members are . 5

always welcome. For

further details, please

contact me on 01787

223843

— Y If you have watched a film that you feel would
lead to a really good, deep, meaningful,
engaging and even fun discussion, please let us
know; we would love to hear your suggestions.
And why not join us? You would be most
Margaret Hill. welcomed.

T HE

L AW NSOWEEHG 1S T

PREMIUM GRASS CARE SPECIALISTS

Equipped for prestige larger lawns

Bespoke seasonal treatments

Tailored lawn care plans

01206 688425
07539 050814

THELAWNOLOGIST.CO.UK
INFO@THELAWNOLOGIST.CO.UK




J¥
Percival

& COMPANY
EST. 1951

SPECIALISING IN
PROPERTY SALES,
LETTINGS &

MANAGEMENT FOR
OVER 70 YEARS

HIGH STREET, EARLS COLNE
COLCHESTER, ESSEX CO6 2RN

T: OV787 225879
E: EARLSCOLNE@PERCIVALANDCOMPANY.CO.UK
W: WWW.PERCIVALANDCOMPANY.CO.UK
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Flying Visits. When work began on the construction of the runways for Earls Colne's
wartime aerodrome in January 1941, labour was in short supply. One of the
supervisors, Bart Treganza, recalls in his memoirs the problem of organizing large
numbers of workmen who had been recruited in Dublin and shipped to England with
no preparation or training. One foreman found himself in charge of a jockey, a hoopla
attendant and a lion tamer:

“The canteen manageress was most unpopular, the staple rations being porridge,
sausage and sago. The men longed for the day when she could spell 'tapioca'.”

After May 1943, with the American air force in residence, top-line entertainment was
provided for the air crews. Bob Hope was the star of one concert; but Eric
Dundatscheck, who was an engineering officer, reveals for the first time in his memoirs
an even more important visitor to Earls Colne:

“When one of my crew was working on an engine with his head poked inside, someone
tugged on his overall leg and asked if he could have a look. The crewman said, 'Sure,
come on up!' It turned out to be the King [George VI] who chatted to him for quite
some time.” David Brown

(‘olM VALLEY

Beautiful self contained luxury mobile
toilet hire for any wedding, party or
corporate event

Handmade to a superior finish, white porcelain hand
basins, sparkling clean porcelain toilets with wooden seats,
chrome fittings, wooden floors, large mirrors, lighting, silk
flowers, hot water and music add a touch of class to your
special day.

They arrive fully equipped with soft toilet tissue, hand
towels, luxury soap, hand cream, automatic air fresheners,

and a range of toiletries,

ﬁ @colnevalleyluxurytoilets
bag ginny@colnevalleyluxurytoilets.co.uk

www.colnevalleyluxurytoilets.co.uk
Call Ginny today on 01787 220358 or
07792 424061
Where luxury comes as standard




Foawrleigh Hospice

Are you ready for a challenge? Farleigh Hospice provides compassionate care to adults
with life-limiting ilinesses and their families in Halstead and the Colne Valley. It also
offers bereavement information and support and makes no charge for its services.

Farleigh is a charity that relies on public support. Could you take on a sporting challenge
to raise much-needed funds for your local hospice?

If you are a walker, runner, trekker, cyclist or thrill seeker, Farleigh has a challenge to suit
you, whatever your interest, level of fitness or free time. It’s a great way to achieve your
fitness goals or try something new and it gives you a fabulous sense of achievement.

There are currently places available on the Royal Parks Half Marathon on 11 October or
you could fly through the skies on a wing walk on 11 July! You can see the full list of
challenges at www.farleighhospice.org/challenges .

If you're not into sport, you can create your own sponsored challenge doing something
else that you enjoy. You could organise a board games marathon with your friends, a 24-
hour sing-a-thon with your choir or a sponsored silence at your school!

Farleigh Hospice is very grateful for your support and would love to hear how you are
fundraising: 01245 457411 or fundraising@farleighhospice.org.

.o ﬁ = fo &
,Vf' Bqlnk House

earoom
Bures

Family run tearoom @
serving traditional ass
afternoon teas. :
Homemade cakes and
lunches.

ST ANDREW'S

EARLS COLNE:
EVERY WEDNESDAY

COLNE ENGAINE:
1ST THURSDAY
OF THE MONTH |

2= 4PM

Artisan barista coffee
and loose leaf teas.

Opening hours:
Wednesday: 10-4
Thursday: 10-4
Friday: 10-4
Saturday: 10-4
Sunday: 10-3

o

O 01787204453 ’ DOD CO c
. T . r T
@ Bankhouse Bridge St. CO8 SAD “ - - YEMN B =
(Opposite St. Mary’s Church) 7 r DA
Bankhousetearoom.inst ‘E }V
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If, during the May Bank Holiday weekend, you
walked down Earls Colne High Street or visited
its shops and businesses, you may have
noticed a display of French flags and signs
welcoming French visitors to the village. This
was to celebrate the Earls Colne / Nonancourt
Twinning Association which started in 1975
and is still going strong in its 51% year.

Over the Bank Holiday weekend, French — : =
guests stayed with English host families and . 41
took part in a range of social and cultural events. Following a \ 'l\‘ Wi A i I ‘
welcome reception on Friday evening at the village hall, ALY ‘
visitors returned to their hosts’ homes for dinner. On 7
Saturday, some members visited Earls Colne church and
museum, whilst others went further afield (eg Cambridge,
Lavenham and Tiptree jam factory). In the evening, the
twinning group met at the village hall where they enjoyed a
buffet, a barn dance as well as some traditional .....Cont’d /

(horter & S

Wanted - Cash Paid:
Coin Collections
Costume Jewellery
Gold/Silver Jewellery
Watches (working/not working)
Broaches, Watch Chains
Silver Trophies

Day: 07775 998628
Night: 01376 326163




WEPROVIDE = 4
COMPUTER
REPAIR &
UPGRADE

SERVICES

Check and repair your computer
with our experienced technicians

Open Hours

Monday -Friday
09:00AM - 5:00PM
Sat

09:30 - 12:00pm

Contact Us!

01787 334040
47a High Street, Halstead

Essex CO9 23D

Learn More: https://sarala.co.uk
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Twirwving Withv Nonancotr ticones

and contemporary folk and blues music from local duo, Old Peculiar.

On Sunday, the group visited Ickworth House and gardens, where there was an opportunity
to learn about English country homes and enjoy the beautiful Suffolk countryside. On
Monday Bank Holiday, members chose to do different activities with their guests (eg visiting
local sites, sharing meals with other members and relaxing with friends). We said farewell
to our French friends on Tuesday morning.

The weekend was an opportunity for us to appreciate friendship, co-operation and respect
for different cultures. We have a lot to be proud of in Earls Colne and beyond and that
pride was clearly demonstrated over the weekend.

The Twinning Association would like to thank the many organisations and individuals who
made an extra special effort to decorate the High Street and make our guests feel welcome.
It would also like to thank the Parish Council for its continued support of the Association
and for its representation at the events.

Our next social event is a group walk from Earls Colne to the Kings Head in Pebmarsh on
Saturday 30 May so, if you would like to join us, please get in touch.

If anyone is interested in finding out more about the Earls Colne/Nonancourt Twinning
Association, please contact: Katherineburns1962@gmail.com or
yasminpreston@outlook.com.

’-l

== TUDOR

Period Property Services

We are a family-run business covering the Essex and Suffolk area.
Passionate about our work, paying attention to every detail.

. Lime pointing and plastering
. All aspects of roofing

. Damp proofing and drainage
. Extensions and alterations
. Decorating and repairs

. Landscaping and paving

@ 079 89 56 8144

tudorpssl@gmail.com



mailto:Katherineburns1962@gmail.com
mailto:yasminpreston@outlook.com

First Friday of
every month

HALSTEAD ., Colne Valley

Town Councit Primary Care Network
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Planty In The Porch

COLNE ENGAINE

PLANTS FOR SALE IN THE COLNE ENGAINE CHURCH PORCH

Donations are welcome and go towards church funds.

Please put any cash donations in the wall safe on the left as you enter the church. If you
take the trays to carry plants home, please return to the porch for use next year.

Thank you so much.

OE@WGOWM[M/ZOZ7

Open Gardens — Colne Engaine — Sunday 16 May 2027 The first Open Gardens event in
Colne Engaine was held in 2011 and the last one in 2023. Therefore, it is time to display
the gardens once again!

Climate change is affecting the way we garden and there is more focus now on creating
areas for wildlife and biodiversity. As a result, some gardens will be more ‘relaxed in
style’ like mine! If you would like to open your garden, however big or small, or help at
the event on a plant/book stall or serving teas, please email Mary Ashby at ash-
byjmak@aol.com

All the volunteers will have the opportunity to view the gardens before the open day.
It’s a lovely community event where everyone can share plant advice and experiences
or just enjoy a cuppa and cake in a beautiful setting!

Happy gardening, Mary Ashby

Steve White

Electrical Services
~ Part P Domestic Installer

Fully qualified, insured and guaranteed

« Extra sockets/lights * Fault finding/repairs
* Fuse board changes » Qutside power to garden/garage
« Power Showers « Immersion Heaters

FREE ESTIMATES
01787 281254 or 07920 341041



tvensong

We are very fortunate that at Earls Colne there is a choir able to sing Evensong one
Sunday evening a month. Choral evensong, especially in cathedrals, remains a popular
service with increasing attendance numbers even while church attendance in general
continues to decline. A 2022 Review of the Cathedral Music Landscape in the United
Kingdom noted that ‘cathedral music, and in particular the service of choral evensong,
has seen a sustained surge in popularity, even at a time of decreasing church
attendance over all ... Many people love cathedral music for its transcendent beauty
and numinous quality, whether or not they are religiously active.’

It is interesting to note that Choral Evensong is broadcast twice a week on Radio 3
(Sunday afternoons repeated on Wednesdays and available on iPlayer — always worth
listening to!). That is, it is broadcast on the Classical music station, not Radio 4 which
broadcasts Sunday services and daily prayer. It is appreciated as a musical performance.
The controller of Radio 3, Sam Jackson, was quoted in the Telegraph on 1st February as
saying ‘Evensong is terribly inclusive. You can find deep faith and meaning in an act of
worship you can simply enjoy the meditative quality of the music.’

There are many, no doubt, who enjoy attending choral evensong, in a Cathedral or
College chapel, who have no conscious interest in the religious aspect of the service;
they may claim to be ‘cultural Christians’ as, apparently, even the Neo-atheist Richard

COURTAULD MEMORIAL HALL

1 Station Road, Colne Engaine, CO6 2ES
FOR ALL YOUR SOCIAL NEEDS

Receptions, Discos & Dances, Children’s Parties, Auctions &
Fundraisers, Exhibitions, Meetings. AMPLE CAR PARKING.
www.courtauldmemorialhall.co.uk
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Evensong (Cont’d)

Dawkins has, claiming he prefers to live in a Christian country. Whatever we may think
of the politics suggested by this, if attending choral Evensong as a ‘cultural Christian’,
enjoying the music, the architecture of the building and its atmosphere, also has an
unsought spiritual dimension, that is surely a good thing.

The service of Evensong is the creation of Thomas Cranmer as part of the Book of
Common Prayer, still beloved by so many in the Church of England. It is based, as much
of the prayer book was, on pre-Reformation monastic services, in particular Vespers
and Compline. This pattern of daily services was established by St Benedict in his rule
for the Abbey of Monte Cassino around the year 529 so it has been said regularly for
nearly 1500 years!

Cranmer may not have been interested in singing or approved of cathedrals but he
bequeathed to us the jewel of all cathedral services: sung Evensong. Cranmer’s prayer
book was revised, and finally given a more catholic makeover in 1662 (the date which
gives us the short-hand name for the Book of Common Prayer) but it is his prose which
remains, described by Diarmaid MacCulloch as ‘prose which can be spoken generation
on generation without seeming trite or tired, words now worn as smooth and strong as
a pebble on a beach’. What a beautiful and apposite image!

YOGA CLASSES

Serenity YOGA with Louise
Mindful movement, breath work and meditation

Monc!ays 9.30am - llam PEBMARSH Vi”age Hall
6.45pm - 8.15pm GREENSTEAD GREEN Village Hall
Tucsda_q /45pm - 9pm Courtauld Memorial Hall COLNE ENGAINE

My classes are gcnt|c, wc|coming and suitable for beginncrs and

those with cxpcrience

Contact LOUISE: 07708 953257

serenityyogawithlouise@gmail.com




DouPh O\.fon Double Oven with Wide Single
RO Combi Microwave Oven Clean

£70 £85 £90

EXTRAS BUY 1 GET 1 FREE
HOB | EXTRACTOR | MICROWAVE

AGA, Everhot & Rayburn

3 Door
AGA/Everhot/Rayburn

£120

We Also Offer Repairs and Installation On All Electric Ovens
No Call Out Fee

OVEN & HOB REPAIRS | ELEMENT CHANGES |
EXTRACTOR FAN REPAIRS | DECAL REFURBISHMENT

G 01787 743234 @ 07834 170338

www.theovencleaners.co.uk
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Bnck/Meowlowy

At 5a.m. on a very cold morning at the end of April,

twelve people gathered at the Church Hill entrance to Vﬁf‘eﬁ

the Brick Meadows to experience one of Nature’s

annual wonders. With experienced ornithologist Mike

Grearly we listened as different birds started their daily

marking of territories and advertising for a mate while the air is still and the noise of human
activity is almost non-existent. We walked through the different areas of the meadows and
heard the various birds who frequented those habitats; we even heard the cuckoo although
it was in the distance. Many people have said that they don’t need to get up early to hear the
birds singing but it is a very different experience when you have someone with you who can
pick out and name the different calls which you might otherwise miss. After a very cold but
fascinating walk we were all relieved to get inside and enjoy breakfast prepared by Robert
Barton; the money raised from this event will go towards our funds and we would like to
thank everyone who took part and especially Mike for his enthusiasm and knowledge.

Observers will notice that we have several areas in the Brick Meadows which have been
colonised by the stinging nettle and, although many of us have cursed when encountering it,
it does have some interesting facts which are worth noting. In the past the nettle has been
used for cloth, food, dyes and medicine. The stinging nettle is rarely eaten by animals
because of the stinging hairs, but it does provide shelter for insects. It provides .....Cont’d /

m Braintree Area Our Current 2 \
Foodbank  Shopping List v— o)

Together with Trussell f = “ 2

b -

o

Food items we need: Jam; Chocolate; Tinned Fish; Tinned Spaghetti Hoops;
Tinned Maccaroni and Cheese; Tinned Ravioli

Non food items we need: Toilet Roll; Baby Wipes; Deodorant; Shower Gel;
Washing Up Liquid
We have lots of ways that you can help including Fundraising. Hold a tea party,
do a sponsored personal fitness challenge or just make a monetary donation it
will help someone in food hunger
www.braintreearea.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/collection-points/
Telephone: 01376 330694

Registered Charity Number 1148782.
Registered Limited Company Number 08183618
Qaintree Area Foodbank supports the whole of the Braintree District including

Great Notley, Halstead, The Hedingham’s, Witham and surrounding villages.




Brick Meadowy (Cont’d)

food for the caterpillars of the Peacock and Small Tortoiseshell butterflies; ladybirds feast on
aphids which shelter in amongst the leaves. The mechanism that causes the sting is a simple
process; when touched, the tip of the hairs on the stems break off and release an acid which
causes the painful rash that many of us are familiar with.

Young nettle leaves can be eaten as a vegetable while the dried leaves can be used as a tea.
During WW11 children were encouraged to collect them to produce a dark green dye for
camouflage. Also, during the war, nettles were harvested to supply chlorophyll for
medicines.

In the past, nettles have provided fibres to make cloth. The bones of a Bronze Age Dane were
found wrapped in fabric made from nettle stems and even in the late 1800s nettle
tablecloths and bed linen were being used in Scotland.

Last year | watched a film called “The Nettle Dress” by textile artist Allan Brown and saw how
he harvested nettle stems over seven years, processed them and eventually spun enough
fibres to make a dress. Next year | will be attending a weekend workshop with Allan and will
be cutting my own nettles at the end of the summer this year to provide some fibres so that |
can learn some of the techniques which go into making nettle cloth.

Frances Barton, Trustee

For all your Hair Halstead, Braintree & Haverhill

& Holistic treatments: P hy5| othera py
& Sports Injury ’
CI I n I CS gfodr;gfepf?églmg .

/{a ¢ i I ’QL‘V > < Specialising in the treatment

of spine & joint problems,
muscular issues, headaches,
dizziness, back & neck pain.

Come & relax in this one-to-one salon Musculoskeletal, Vestibular

& Neurological Rehabilitation
in White Colne. As well as hairdressing

from our expert practitioners.

| am a specialist in Menopause Massage Evening & Saturday
appointments available
& Keratin Straightening Treatments.
S 01787 478789

Dawn - 07515886266 2 Market Hill, Halstead CO9 2AR

www.allaboutthehair.uk www.halsteadphysiotherapyclinic.co.uk
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Anglian Flight Centres at Earls Colne Airfield

Proudly sponsoring The Three Colnes Parish Magazine

Come visit us and enjoy the thrill of a flight around
the Three Colnes.

Have a look at all the experience vouchers on our website
www.anglianflightcentres.co.uk
01787 223676
Earls Colne Airfield, Earls Colne, Essex, CO6 2NS

.
HOBES

Hobbs Estates proudly sponsor The Three Colnes Parish Magazine

Our family run business has been trading for over 60 years. We are
property landlords, developers and investors with a portfolio that
includes office, industrial and warehouse space.

Find out more about us, and our available units, by visiting:
Website: www.hobbsestates.co.uk
Instagram: @hobbs_estates LinkedIn: Hobbs Estate Ltd



http://www.anglianflightcentres.co.uk

ARE YOUR LOCKS BEHAVING BADLY?

We Value Old Fashioned Customer Service
A Local Trusted Family Business Since 1989
[1 Specialist in UPVC & Wooden Doors

&1z No Call Out Charge
@) No Fix No Fee
All Work Fully Guaranteed
{83 10% Senior Citizen Discount

Vs

WEEP
" pcay Aot CHIN e
YOUR

For More Advice & Help Call Christopher:

Call Hayley — 07399 628 527 07772 111 222

www.CHIMNEYCHICK.co.uk
chimneychick@icloud.com

www.christopherthelocksmith.co.uk

chelmsfordplumbingandheating.co.uk | sales@chelmsfordplumbingandheating.co.uk

CHELMSFORD Atrustworthy family run business
PLUMBING & HEATING specialising in Gas, Oil, LPG, Electrical,

01245 478588 Plumbing, Air-con and Renewables.

Boiler Installs, Servicing & All calls are answered personally
Repairs Confirmed bookings given

New Heating Systems No job too small!
Plumbing Repairs Work covered by 12-month

Electrical Services
Air-con & Renewables
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TARMEC

Bespoke gates,

Hardwood or Treated softwood
Made to measure

Supply only or Supply and Fit

01787 224848 info@tarmecltd.co.uk

One Company — One job
Manufacture — Fit - Automate

Riverside Business Park, Station Road, Earls Colne CO6 2ER



' k}liel Robinson & So‘fl\é\‘

your local

Independent Family Funeral Directors
Est. 1892

Friendly, helpful & professional service
at your time of need

Prepaid funeral planning or
free recording of your Funeral Wishes

Chauffeur driven funeral fleet
Excellent facilities in the very
heart of the community

31 High Street - HALSTEAD - CO9 2AA
01787 475533

www.drobinson.co.uk
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Four Colnes Hovticultural Society

Into June and increasingly our eyes and thoughts are turning toward the Four Colnes
Show of August 15th. As | write, “if only it would rain” is a constant thought. Nearly 8
weeks with barely a drop to encourage seeds to germinate but, surprisingly, with little
nurturing green shoots are appearing. The Annual Show is not just about gardening and
produce, there is a range of classes for all ages and abilities from art to creativity,
photos, flower arranging, jams, chutneys and cooking. Take a look at the schedule
available on our website www.fourcolneshorticulturalsociety.com and surely you will
find one or hopefully more headings that suit your abilities. Children’s entries have
been noticeably short in recent years but with prize money “up for grabs” in this
section there is an added incentive to add to holiday pocket money.

Help is always needed to stage the show with set-up late (3pm onwards) afternoon on
Friday 14th and take-down at 5pm on the Saturday. All help is welcome from setting up
the tables to unrolling the paper table covers. Many hands make light work and add to
the community spirit of the show.

If you haven’t already signed up the Society has arranged a visit to Blunts Hall in
Witham on the afternoon of Friday June 19th. Please contact
secretary.fchs@outlook.com to see if any spaces are available. Cost will be £15pp
payable immediately to confirm. .. Cont’d /

CariTALL
[ﬁm DRY CLEANING Al

? Launderers & Shoe Repairs ﬁ
11 The Centre, Halstead, Essex CO9 2AJ R,
REPAIRS & ALTERATIONS
Fitting room on site

SUIT & WEDDING DRESS SPECIALIST
Hand washing service
for delicate items

CURTAINS, COVERS & BEDSPREADS
Service washes available

Free collection & delivery service on all items
01787 477230



mailto:secretary.fchs@outlook.com

Four Colnes Hovticudtuwral Society

If you are visiting the Colne Engaine Festival on Saturday June 13th please look out for
the Society gazebo. Committee members will be on hand throughout the day to talk
about the Society’s aims, recent garden visits and, hopefully, encourage new members
to sign up for the very modest fee of £5 per calendar year.

In early April, eighteen Society members enjoyed an afternoon visit to the National
Garden Scheme Mayfield Farm at Ardleigh. Set in 7 acres of grounds the owners have
built the garden from open fields in less than a decade. Amazingly so much had
matured in that time that it felt like a long-established garden with every twist and turn
filled with new vistas. Shrubs and trees that were a bit out of the ordinary abounded,
making the whole visit very inspirational. A moss garden based on a Japanese style is
becoming established so a revisit in a few years will be well worth considering.

Whilst we are still only at mid-year plans have already been confirmed for the Society’s
Christmas Fayre which will take place in Earls Colne Village Hall on Saturday 12th
December. Bookings for tables are being taken (some already allocated); if you are
interested in having one for your own goods or produce, please do not delay and
contact the secretary as above. Sarah Adlem

EARLS COLNE TAXIS
01787 474666

FAMILY RUN BUSINESS SINCE 1998
TAXI & PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLES
4 & 6 SEATER AVAILABLE
LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE
AIRPORTS; STATIONS; HOSPITALS
MOST MAJOR CARDS ACCEPTED
Web: www.earlscolnetaxis.co.uk
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HALSTEAD AREA

—— Team Ministry —

COACH TRIP .
CANTERBURY

Saturday 26th September

34-SEATER
E COACH

R .

B or Tt I O i i

& 8:153m Depa'ﬁﬁ‘g at’ 5-um P 22
Park Lane, Earls Colne to return home, =

& 8.3oam BANK DETAILS
S Payment can also be
Butler Road, Halstead | A count Name: madaiby cash of
St Andrews Halstead PCC cheque with a
Sort Code: 20-97-40 covering letter.
Account Number: 0046254 Email Claire Ford for
Use reference: Canterbury support with
payments:
PER PERSON halsteadtreasurer2@
Payable to ~ gmail.com
St Andrew's Church, Halstead | P A
— BOOKING —

—

1.Email Rae — 10saints.rae@gmail.com
to reserve your place,

2.If you intend to visit the Cathedral let Rae know
And we will see if we can get a preferential rate
for a group booking, (payment to be arranged separately) |

R

3.Make your payment using the bank details provnded
and the Reference 'Canterbury J‘

e —— e S — S

Reserve Your Place Today!




CERTIFIED
ELECTRICIAN

Considerate and tidy electrician with 20+ years’ experience,
fully qualified, insured and DBS checked.

from new or replacement lights,
switches and sockets to fuse board replacements, full rewires, '

Electrical inspection condition reports (EICR) and more!

including emergency lighting and smart lighting solutions.
outbuilding, external power & garden lighting.

earthing upgrades, LED lighting, electric heating
installation, bathroom and kitchen electrical work, central heating and
smart wireless central heating systems, as well as installation of smart
doorbells and security systems.

Tel: 07545 125 376
Web: www.sidmarelectrical.com

Email: sidmarelectrical@outlook.com
Earls Colne, Colchester, Essex.

A TRuSTMARK f

@Sidmarl:'lectrical“" WINNER
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B% Cluly Lunchtime Recitald ‘g{g
EARLS COLNE]

DO YOU PLAY BRIDGE? If so ,we would LUNCHTIME RECITALS ELEVENTH SEASON

love to see you at White Colne Village Hall UPDATES:

for an afternoon of duplicate bridge. We

) Thursday 11th June - Lizzie Gutteridge -
meet on Fridays at 1.15pm.

Life-Looping Concert 1pm-1.45pm
The club was founded
three years ago; we
have a lovely venue,
plenty of parking, and
we include tea/coffee
and the best biscuits! -
£3 p.p. table money. A friendly club, Thursday 10th September - Midnight Qil,
competitive, but in a good way... usually! It featuring Eurythmics saxophonist Martin
is bridge after all, and to be enjoyed! DO Dobson.

come and meet us, and hopefully join us.
Further information contact::

Jenny 01376 562088 or 07507 658842
Simon 01206 242444 or 07952 381802

Thursday 9th July - Edward Preston -
Piano with Tony Hill - Violin

“=| Thursday 13th August - Lorraine Ely -
Soprano with Hans Montanana
(accompanist)

Starting from 12.15pm for refreshments
with recitals starting at 1pm. Free Entry.
Retiring Collection. For more information
contact Liz Pottinger via email:
liz.pottinger@hotmail.co.uk

Green Glaze \Windows, Doors & Conservatories
Quality as standard at affordable prices

FOR A FREE QUOTATION CALL 01787 274475
or email sales@greenglaze.co.uk
www.greenglaze.co.uk
Come and visit us 55 High Street, Halstead CO9 2JD

reen
gfgﬁ, I

L s indows %
We are a green environmentally friendly home improvement company, committed to reducing ourcarbon foot print.



mailto:liz.pottinger@hotmail.co.uk?subject=Lunchtime%20Recital

t Fully insured Land based contracting services

Amerio Forestry Contracts Ltd

Ditching
Man and digger hire
Drainage excavation services

Seasoned Logs
Fencing
Tree surgery

Woodland management Tree fel!in.g
Land clearances Log splitting
www.afcontracts.com

Message Harry for top quality seasoned logs for sale.

\

\\ 07498634632 Citygs. |
v ols] - E
I afcontractsitd@yahoo.com Quiied |

A Bokin & Sons
Faneral Denectors

A family concern, concerned for your family
in your time of need.

Market End, Coggeshall, CO6 INH
Telephone: (01376) 561316
Email: info@abirkinandsons.com
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© ~OLNE ENGAINE
FESTIVAL

/—__~

I\

Eﬂ o g |
CO WEEKEND FAMILY DAYS! C~2°

From 12pm to S5pm - Free entry
Lots of food! Huge raffle prizes!
* See Official Programme for further details. *

Family fete day with inflatables & stalls! Live
performers - birds of prey - magic show - circus
workshop & more! Crafts, games & face painting!

Sa‘“‘ da\

Family fete day with inflatables & stalls! Live performers
_ “da\ - public dog show - line dancing - circus workshop &
SU more! Crafts, games & face painting!

—» TURN OVER FOR EVENING EVENTS —>»

f @colneengainefestival O colne_engaine_festival \\

colneengainefestival@gmail.com




Waste Collections

Tackling Nappy and Continence Waste: Braintree’s New Support for Residents

Braintree District Council has launched a new Absorbent Hygiene Products (AHP) collection
service to support households managing extra sanitary and care-related waste. The scheme
comes alongside wider recycling changes being introduced across the district, including new
recycling bins and a move to three-weekly general waste collections.

While the changes are designed to increase recycling and reduce landfill waste, some residents
raised concerns about storing nappies and continence products for longer periods — especially
during warmer summer months when bins can quickly become unpleasant. The new service is

intended to ease that pressure for families, carers, and residents with additional hygiene needs.

The free, optional collection service is available to households using nappies, continence pads,
stoma and catheter bags, feeding tubes, disposable gloves, aprons, wipes, and absorbent bed
sheets. Eligible residents will receive council-issued sacks and benefit from two additional
collections during each three-week refuse cycle, helping to reduce odours and waste build-up
between standard bin days.

However, the council has warned that clinical waste, textiles, reusable nappies, food waste, and
hazardous materials will not be accepted as part of the scheme.

Residents wishing to apply or find out more about the service can do so online via https://
www.braintree.gov.uk/ahpcollections or call 01376 552525

Castle(GENT DEEE

b u i l d ers I_td Registered builder

Based in Castle Hedingham, CastleGENT Builders is a small company
where the personal touch is important.

We have many years experience of property refurbishment, improvements,
new build and extensions to bring to your project. Working on listed
buildings, including churches and domestic dwellings are a speciality.

See our web-site for examples of our work:

http:/lcastlegentbuilders.co.uk

Contact Us: 07894827702
castlegentbuilders@gmail.com
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LNE ENGAJ|
FESTIVAL NE

Join us for three fantastic evenings of entertainment at Colne Engaine Festival
2026. From brain teasing fun, to family dancing & a huge live band night,
there’s something for everyone. Book early - these events sell out every year!

W Quiz Night - 11 June - 7pm to 10.30pm. £8.50 per person.

One of our most popular events returns! Gather a team of up to 8 people & test
your knowledge across a fun mix of questions. Bring your own drinks & snacks -
enjoy a brilliant evening of friendly competition & laughs. £100 cash prize!

ﬁm Family Disco - 12 June - 6.30pm to 10pm.
£7 General Admission / £30 Family Ticket (x5 people, any combo).

A brand new festival event! Dance the night away with a fantastic DJ,
entertainer, UV lights, smoke machines & face painting, with a bar & food stall
too. It will be a great evening of music & fun for all ages.

Band Night - 13 June - 7pm to 11.30pm. £17.50 per person.
Our showpiece Saturday night event returns, headlined by festival favourites
Funk Soul Lovers, with support from Retro. Expect big tunes, a packed dance
floor & an electric party atmosphere, with a bar & food stall. Over 18s only.

Or visit online box office: buytickets.at/colneengainefestival
Email enquiries: colneengainefestival@gmail.com

colne_engaine_festival

~

f @colneengainefestival




CRALIN PROPERTY SERVICES
Domestic & Commercial
LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

\\, N

RAINAGE DIVISION

S

e 24hr Callout
» Blocked Drains
» High Pressure Water Jetting
e CCTV Camera Survey
» Pipe Re-Lining and Repair
» Home Buyers Drainage Survey Report
e Gutter Vac Cleaning Service

Call Craig on : 07980 297068
or 01787 273787

E: cralinpropertyservices@yahoo.com
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From The Fowr Colnes’ Magazine

JUNE 1926

The greatest event during the past month
in this Parish has been the Confirmation
on Sunday, May 16th.

The event is memorable for several
reasons. The Bishop of Colchester told us
that so far as he could discover from the
Diocesan Registers there does not appear
to have to have been a Confirmation held
in our own Parish Church since the
Reformation; this in itself marks the day as
one to be long remembered. But far more
important than this interesting point is the
fact that so many Candidates came
forward from the Parish. There were
twelve men and thirteen women making a
total of twenty-five in all. This surely
constitutes no mean record for so small a
Parish. Liz Pottinger

AL e Connect with us:
L -. 'oam Dandolion -
.. . G:Pnnﬂdmm
. ¢ Q
., oam|
_....'.\. @r Dandelion123
oy
Dandelion M-

Do you support a child with additional needs?
Join with other parents and invited

professionals to help support your
neurodivergent child. We welcome families
with fostered, SGO and adopted children too.

COFFEE HUBS

1.00-2.30pm

every 2nd Tuesday of the month
ST ANDREW’S CHURCH HALL
HALSTEAD CO9 2LD
every 3rd Tuesday of the month
BRAINTREE BAPTIST CHURCH
SWAN SIDE CM7 3DA

St. Andrew’s Games Clul-

EARLS COLNE

St. Andrew’s Games Club next meet-up
on Friday 5th June 2026 at 7.00 pm.

Come along and join us for an evening of
games at the Earls Colne Recreation Club.

® Board Games and Table-Top Games

® Bring your own games or learn a new
game

All welcome

Contact Tony and Margaret Hill on
01787 223843 for further details.

www.ecrc.club

Risenr
Pray

)

Every Friday morning
7.45am for 30mins
St Andrew’s Church

Earls Colne

Start your day with stillness and prayer



http://www.ecrc.club

® < CAFE CHURCH

ENCOUNTERS WITH GOD
—— A Three-Theme Series ——

7~ Coffee - Conversation « Reflection « Community &

———

' — THEME1 — { | — THEME 2 —

~==_Encounters
/8N with Jesus g

Celebrating the many Exploring the miracles of
roles that help our Jesus and the power of
churches share the transformation.

Gospel.

Learning from
Moses, Elljah & Esther.

What h h
at happens when What might these

How do our different gifts people meet Jesus? : A -
‘help others encounter God?‘ &Ja JERRLISS 52y £ us todayj

- 2 Location: StAndrew’s Earls Colne
When: 3rd Sunday of the month
i) > Y

(unless otherwise stated)

% Time}. 6pm -7.30pm
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Q 01255 221322
2 hello@thedsgroup.co.uk
DS crowe @ thedsgroup.co.uk

BRING YOUR
BRAND 10O LIFE!

We DESIGN, PRINT and MAIL everything your
business requires, delivering fast and reliable
services direct to you or straight to your
customers doorstep.

SCAN METO
FIND OUT MORE

DIRECT MAIL

& CAMPAIGNS

PRINTING

& DESIGN

PROMOTIONAL

PRODUCTS



EARLS COLNE & HALSTEAD \
(ﬁ' Educational :
v,w Charity - Ec Rc
Earls Colne Recreation Club
e \WH AT’S ON ’
Educational Grants Available ~ N
The Earls Colne and Halstead Educational Charity offers grants to GREAT EVENTS « GREAT PEOPLE - GREAT TIMES

individuals, schools and voluntary groups and is keen to encourage

ST
applications to provide su'ﬁ‘n yf:; :;igr:;smpcts that would benefit 1 ST leE MUSIc ﬂ 111
Projects previously funded include: the purchase of equipment such as AU G U ST & B B Q ?
mini tennis nets, for those g in sports or
LIVE MUSIC I
& BBQ - ?
* Voluntary groups must cater for young

arts, first aud fraining, expedmons and guide/scout gvems
FOUR COLNES @)
SHOW LY
e L 3
e st &I VBEB'(J)US": 3 ﬁ

P JALWRE FIREWORKS \’/
Wemmmmtmcmmamapﬂmﬂ;mmummmwmha— NOVEMBER & BBQ ,\ \

www echec org uk

To qualify, applicants must:
- be aged between 5 and 25*

- have lived or attended school
for at least one year within
the Charity's area of benefit
(catchment area) *

email: - co.uk

COLNE VALLEY WINDOWS

+ Family run business

+ uPVC and aluminium windows and doors
+ Misted glazing replacements

+ Internal aluminium doors

+ Conservatories

+ Canopies

+ FENSA registered

+ Rehau authorised partner

+ Approved Solidor composite door installer
+ 5% reviews across several platforms

W Call us on 01787 827382
www.colnevalleywindows.co.uk
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QUAKER MEETING HOUSE
EARLS COLNE
is available for hire.

A warm and friendly venue for leisure and
educational groups, tea parties, children’s
parties and alcohol free events.

£10.00 per hour

Sunday Meeting for Worship 10.30am
Please call 01206 240929 for details.

MONMORCYELE

Chris Oglesby
We buy all Motorcycles, Mopeds Plumbing & Heating Engineer
Scooters, British Motorcycles, 07971 233853

Barn Finds or Parts Pumbing & Heating Ltd 01787 582166
S
LOOK IN YOUR SHEDS, GARAGES, GARDEN
Boxes of Parts Wanted

Call Dorren : 07775 993628_ - Boiler Replacements

+ Central Heating Systems

-V‘ @ + Servicing / Breakdowns
4 + Landlord Checks
L NDA suzu-n YAMAHA * Plumbing Installs / Repairs

| [he By

WHERE THE EXTRAORDINARY HAPPENS EVERY DAY!

WELCOMING CHILDREN AGED 2.5 - 5 YEARS
“ PLEASE CALL FOR CURRENT AVAILABILTY
ToREsERveYour : e, !
 CHILD'S PLACE, CALL:
N4

LUNCH
12.15PM ~ 12.45PM

AM SESSION

9.15AM - 12.15PM

PM SESSION
12.45PM - 3.45PM

I £21.00 ‘ £3.50 l £21.00

The m

Bi7 RN
Nursery School
COLNE ENGAINE

Pnceq'rom September * 24 We accept 2 year, 15 & 30 Hour Government Funded hours
pted subject t [ harges will apply.

(3 IWANTAPLACE@HOTMALLCOM @)@ OTHEBARNNUESERYSCHOOL COM




JOIN THE ADVENTURE!

LEGACY TRINOVANTE

EXPLORERS

Anyone aged 14 to 18

p——

e Hikes e DofE « Canoeing ¢ Camping
e Cooking ¢ Hiking Competitions
e International Jamborees

e Challenges & Fun Weekends Away

Earls Colne Scout Hut Contacts:
Every Tuesday [19:30 - 21:30 ()~ Scouts

{) Colchester North

Colchester North District Scouts |
Email: liz.welch@cnds.org.uk
© ¥l Website: www.cnds.org.uk

#SkillsForLife

JOIN US FOR CHALLENGES, ADVENTURES & FUN!
46 / www.colnechwrches.comv




Going Walk About

For our April walk we crossed the border into Suffolk. Although we
have done that a few times during walks, this was the first time we i
have started a walk on the other side of the river Stour! Our objective [% :
was to see the bluebells in Arger Fen and Spouse's Vale nature :
reserve, a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), on the outskirts of
Assington.

Like our local Chalkney Woods this is ancient, deciduous woodland
where bluebells thrive. Spouse’s Vale is on a hillside with Arger Fen a
wetter section at the bottom, with streams and boggy areas that can
be crossed on well cared-for boardwalks and bridges.

e AR
We started the walk from the Barn Café and Tea Rooms in Assington A poardwalk in Arger Fen
where we would return for lunch. Turning left along The Street we

took the path round the playing field, by the village hall, to reach Barracks Lane. We turned right
and continued to the junction where we took the track to the left, signposted to Assington Mill.

~
-

Towards the end of the track, we took the gated footpath to the left through Cowlin’s Wood,
recently acquired by Suffolk Wildlife Trust as an addition to the nature reserve. The broad paths
through the gently undulating landscape brought us to a bridge and then the first boardwalk in
Arger Fen. A second boardwalk to the left took us alongside a damp area with a pond to our left.
There were no bluebells here, but the white pom-poms of wild garlic stretched as far .....Cont’d /

ART & CRAFT
EXHIBITION

Pebmarsh Village Hall
CO9 2NS

Sun 7" June 2026

11am-5.30pm

FREE Entry
e Original Art ¢ Prints * Cards
e Ceramics * Woodwork * Metalwork
* Glasswork and more...
Delicious refreshments « Tombola




Going Walk About (Cont’d)

as we could see between the trees. The boardwalk ended at the bottom of a steep hill; as we
climbed it the air was tinged with the smell of garlic. Further on some steps made the climb
easier, then the path turned a little to the right revealing, further up and to our left, a haze of
blue.

The bluebells stretched deeply into the wooded area and more soon became evident to our right
as well. We turned left at the next footpath junction and here the bluebells became a narrower
strip beside the path, restricted by the uncurling ferns and brambles behind them.

The path dropped down to a bridge after which we climbed some steps up the other side. At the
top of the hill there was a small clearing with a strategically placed bench-seat to the right that
looked over another large area of bluebells. We enjoyed a short refreshment break here,
watching the bluebells ahead of us disappear down the next slope.

We followed the track down to the wetter areas again and took the path to our right. This left the
nature reserve and for a while ran alongside it, before passing through farmland and paddocks,
eventually exiting on to a quiet country lane (High Road). We followed this to its junction with
Barracks Lane, turning left to follow the lane to the footpath through the playing field by the
village hall and to return to the tea rooms.

If you are interested in joining us on future walks, (pub lunch optional!) please let me know on
goingwalkabout.colne@gmail.com or by phone/text on 07734 450221. Ray Wood

olne
alley

roundcare i

Grasscutting * Beds and Borders * Fencing * Hedging
* Hard and Soft Landscaping ® Patios ® Driveways
* Mini Digger Work ® Turfing * Ponds
* General Maintenance

Contact David on 07976 554664 for a competitive quote.
Professional and friendly service guaranteed.

Lower Orchard Cottage, Elms Hall Road, Colne Engaine, Colchester,
Essex CO6 2JL Tel: 01787 220358 Mobile: 07976 554664
david@colnevalleygroundcare.co.uk
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Halstead Areaw Teanmv of Chuurches

MEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP BACON & BANTER
Saturday 20" June 2026 — 9.30am
Great Maplestead Village Hall, Lucking Street, Great Maplestead, CO9 2RE

Join us for breakfast, good company, and encouraging conversation. Veggie, Vegan
and GF options available. Whether you’re a regular churchgoer or just fancy some
fellowship over coffee and breakfast, you’ll be most welcome.

Our Speaker Keith Sarti, Community First Responder

Bringing emergency medical care while the ambulance is on its way
Check your local Parish Magazines for dates of future gatherings.
Come along and bring a friend!

All men welcome. To help with catering please let us know if you are coming.
E-mail: halsteadparish@gmail.com or phone 01787 472171

Readers, please remember to mention this magazine
if you answer any of the advertisements.

//{‘ 4 g STOUR VALLEY
INGERS

COLNE ENGAII‘EV

JESSICA EDOM-CAREY

FESTIVAL WEEKEND  spotiight on the

OPEN-AIR CELEBRATION SERVICE Shows
Sunday 14th June 3 -l
Saturday 27" June 2026
7pm
WAR MEMORIAL’ St Andrew’s Church, Earls Colne
SEcREA LGRS cticlerie et
; t‘ N, '\‘/“'\ y t‘ N '\‘r“'\

\ ;\/’ 2N\ W 5\/"’ N\



FLOWER FESTIVAL
“MINDFUL MOMENTS”

o :"‘":’ <«

ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH, EARLS COLNE

Sat.13" June - 10 am - 5 pm
Sunday 14" June — 11 am — 4 pm

With an Exhibition of Photographs by
members of
Halstead & District Photographic
Society.

Free Entry, Tower Tours, Refreshments, Raffle,

Sales
For more information telephone: 01 787 736063
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Recipe Corner

APPLE AND CINNAMON CAKE

Whenever | make this, | think of my son, Alan, who, Ingredients
as a very small child, used to insist on having apple  100; self-raising flour

and cinnamon cake with his tea. He’s now 1% teaspoonfuls Ground cinnamon
celebrating his fortieth birthday and planning a % teaspoonful Salt
barbecue for his guests. 8oz Brown sugar
Serves: About 12 20z Raisins
4oz Butter
Method 2 large Eggs (Beaten)
Preheat the oven to 1800C. 80z Apples (Weigh after peeling and

coring. You will probably need about

Peel and core apples. Cut into largish pieces then ;
4-5 small eating apples.)

grate them. Weigh them. Put aside any apples
over the weight. (Do not be tempted to add them
anyway, as too much apple may cause the cake to be wet and gloopy.)

In food processor, or by hand, rub the butter into the flour (as if you were making
pastry).

Add grated apples and mix in.

Add cinnamon, salt, eggs and raisins and mix well. The batter mixture should be quite
firm. If it’s dry, as distinct from firm, add a very little milk, a tablespoonful at a time.

Grease a square or rectangular tin well. Spread the batter mixture into the tin.

Cook at 180C for about an hour, until the mixture has risen, is golden brown and
coming away from the sides of the tin. Test the centre of the mixture with a blunt
knife. If the knife comes out clean (or ever so slightly greasy), remove the cake from
the oven. (If the knife comes out with uncooked cake mixture on it, put the cake back
into the over and test it again. Do this as often as you need to.)

If the cake is oven cooked, let it
stand at room temperature for
about 5 minutes.

While the cake is still in the tin,
cut the cake into small squares
and place the squares on to a
cooling rack. Cover the cooking
rack with a clean tea towel or net
fly cover. Eat as soon as
possible!

Rosemary Johnson




Powrishv Council

Members of the villages’ Parish Councils work hard to ensure that the Three Colnes
remains a beautiful and tranquil place to live. If you have any comments or suggestions,

please feel free to contact them.

COLNE ENGAINE] Download Parish Council Notes: www.colne-engaine.org.uk/meetings

CLLR ALAN BARNARD
(Chairman) alan@colne-engaine.org.uk
EALC representative; Townlands Trust;

Burches meadow liaison; Sexton’s Field
Trustee; funding for village projects,
defibrillator warden

CLLR TERRY FLOYD
terry@colne-engaine.org.uk

Tree warden; footpaths; Townlands Trust;
Sexton’s Field Trustee

CLLR HELEN BISCOE-DAVIS
helen@colne-engaine.org.uk
Community engagement

GRAHAME WALKINGSHAW - 01206 240772
Parish Clerk & Financial Officer
clerk@colne-engaine.org.uk

CLLR SARAH DIGNASSE
(Vice Chair) sarah@colne-engaine.org.uk

Recreation ground; village school; village
hall liaison

CLLR NIGEL WARWICK
nigel@colne-engaine.org.uk

Finance committee; Burches Meadow
liaison; festival liaison

CLLR IAN MESSENGER
ian@colne-engaine.org.uk

Finance committee; funding for village
projects; website; I.T.; and archive liaison
CLLR MARY ASHBY
mary@colne-engaine.org.uk

responsibilities to be confirmed

HITE COLNE

www.whitecolneparishcouncil.gov.uk

https://www.facebook.com/groups/whitecolnepc/

Cllr. JANE TAYLOR— 07521 312778
chairman@whitecolneparishcouncil.gov.uk

Clir. JASON PRYKE
Clirj.pryke@whitecolneparishcouncil.gov.uk

Clir. PAUL BATCHFORD is Vice chairperson

Clir.pbatchford@whitecolneparishcouncil.gov.uk

Clir. MICHAEL FIELD
clirm.field@whitecolneparishcouncil.gov.uk

Clir. PAULA BULL
clirp.bull@whitecolneparishcouncil.gov.uk

Clir. JOHN WILSON
Clir.jwilson@whitecolneparishcouncil.gov.uk

52 / www.colnechurches.comv

JIM MORRIS is Parish Clerk
clerk@whitecolneparishcouncil.gov.uk

Vacancy: For details please Contact
clerk@whitecolneparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Powrishv Council

EARLS COLNE

For all Parish Council news visit: https://www.earlscolne-pc.gov.uk/

CLLR RAY DALTON (Chairman) CLLR BARRY LYNHAM
ray.dalton@earlscolne-pc.gov.uk barry.sparks@earlscolne-pc.gov.uk
CLLR CATHERINE DENNIS (Vice-Chair) CLLR IAN SPARKS
catherine.dennis@earlscolne-pc.gov.uk ian.sparks@earlscolne-pc.gov.uk
CLLR LORRAINE BAUCKHAM-LEYS CLLR PHIL WALL

lorraine.bauckham-leys@earlscolne-pc.gov.uk Phil-wall@earlscolne-pc.gov.uk

CLLR BOB COOK CLLR LAURENCE HULL
bob.cook@earlscolne-pc.gov.uk laurence.hull@earlscolne-pc.gov.uk
CLLR MARTYN JACKSON SARAH GAETA is the Clerk and RFO
martyn.jackson@earlscolne-pc.gov.uk clerk@earlscolne-pc.gov.uk

CLLR JUNE JEMMETT TERRY BENNETT is the
June.jemmett@earlscolne-pc.gov.uk Village Hall Caretaker

COMMUNITY WORKER TEAM: Dean Cudmore, Terry Bennett and Paul Southgate

To find out more about your Councillors and their areas of expertise, or to get in touch,
please visit www.earlscolne-pc.gov.uk.

The Parish Office is located at the Village Hall, and the Clerk can be contacted on 01787
224370. If there is no reply, please do leave a message and your call will be returned.
Parish Council Meetings — Please note change of day Meetings are now held on the third
Tuesday of every month at the Village Hall, starting at 7:15pm.

A notice of each meeting will be displayed in advance on all Village Notice Boards. Members
of the public are warmly invited to attend. There is a 15-minute public session at the start
of each meeting, with individual speakers limited to 3 minutes. The Council also welcomes
opportunities to meet with residents at other times by prior arrangement, either through
the Clerk or directly via your Councillor’s email.

OTHER COUNCILLORS AND MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT

County Councillor Isi Rocha District Councillor George Courtauld
cllr.Isi.rocha@essex.gov.uk clir.gcourtauld@braintree.gov.uk
District Councillor Gabrielle Spray MP for Witham The Rt. Hon Priti Patel

clir.gspray@braintree.gov.uk withammp@parliament.uk



mailto:cllr.Isi.rocha@essex.gov.uk
mailto:cllr.gspray@braintree.gov.uk
mailto:cllr.gcourtauld@braintree.gov.uk
mailto:withammp@parliament.uk
https://www.earlscolne-pc.gov.uk/
https://www.earlscolne-pc.gov.uk

Useful Numbery Advertisers Index
Councils Bed & Breakfast 8
Braintree District Council 01376 552525 Building Company 19,38
Colchester City Council 01206 282222 Chimney Sweep 28
Doctors Computer Services 18
The Elizabeth Courtauld Surgery, Halstead Courtauld Hall 22
01787 475944 Double Glazing 35,44
The Pump House Surgery, Earls Colne Drainage Services 40
01787 222022 Dog Walker and Pet Sitter 12
Schools Domestic Energy Assessor 9
Colne Engaine C of E (Aided) Primary School Dry Cleaners 31
01787 222717 Electrician 21,34
gi;l;;:(slznzez:gmary School & Nursery Estate / Letting Agent 2,14
Fencing & Gates 29
Egggye\’\éﬁzrf gfgrglsjgi:l'z;fience School, Forestli/ Contractor / log delivery 36
The Ramsey Academy 01787 472481 Funeral Directors 30,36
Essex Police Garden Services 48
Braintree Police Station 0300 333 4444 Hairdressing 26
Village Amenities Interior Design and Furniture 12
Colne Engaine Village Hall 01787 223668 Lawn Care Specialist 13
Earls Colne Village Hall 01787 224370 Jewellery and Watch Buyer v
White Colne Village Hall 07585 558047 Locksmith 28
Colne Engaine Village Shop and Post Office: Luxury Mobile Toilet Hire 15
01787 220163 Magazine Sponsors 27
White Colne Village Market 07870 652321 Mobile Foot Care 11
Village Groups Mobile Phone Repairs 18
Colne Engaine Village Archive 01787 222080 Motorcycle Buyer 45
Youth Groups Nursery School 45
1st Earls Colne Brownies 01787 224175 Oven Cleaning 24
1st Earls Colne Girl Guides 01787 220065 Physiotherapy 26
1st Earls Colne Rainbows 01787 224913 Plumbing / Heating 28,45
Scouts www.scouts.org.uk Printing Company 43
1stearlscolnescoutgroup@gmail.com Public House & Festival Bar 56
If you are an officer of a club or group in one | Quaker Meeting House Hire 45
of the Three Colne Villages and would like to | S¢!f Catering Accommodation 11
place information about the group’s Tablet Repairs 18
activities and events in the magazine for Taxi & Private Hire Vehicles 32
free, please contact the Editor (pg. 2). Tearoom 16
Tree Surgeon 55
Wedding Photographer 12
Window Mural Specialist 10
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b £1C

""}"‘“"',.' ' Blake Tree Care /

Professional Tree Surgeons

Felling - Canopy Reduction - Hedge Cutting
Shaping - Pruning - Stump Grinding - Pollarding
Garden Reclamation - Site Clearance - Tree Reports

Emergency Storm Damage

“A friendly and professional service. Honest advice, tidy workmanship and they dealt
with the council for us - highly recommended.”

Why Choose Blake Tree Care?

* NPTC qualified arborists * Prompt site visits with free written quotations
* 10+ years of trusted experience « Free council planning applications
* Public liability insurance up to £5 million  « Friendly, knowledgeable and passionate team

R Office: 01787 228341
o George: 07515 288736 | Perry: 07488 361717
@ www.blaketreecare.co.uk info@blaketreecare.couk




Whats on
in June at

A4
A A

THE FIVE
BELLS

Colne Engaine

Open 7 days a week

For all enquiries
01787 703 490
07590 826 599

COME FOR THE FOOTBALL
STAY FOR “JUST ONE MORE PINT”

Live England
matches,
plus other
games
and sports

Regular
food trucks

Good selection of beer and ale
wines, spirits, no/low alcohol
and soft drinks

Enjoy a glass of wine on
the terrace

Follow us on the socials
for our live music dates,
food trucks and other events

The Five Bells Village Pub
- Colne Engaine

@ thefivebells.colneengaine




